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Each year, Americans observe National 
Hispanic Heritage Month from September 
15 to October 15. During this month we 
recognize the contributions of individu-
als whose ancestors came from Spain, 
Mexico, the Caribbean, Central and South 
America. We celebrate their histories, 
customs, and cultures as contributions to 
our country’s identity. This years’ theme 
“Telling All Americans’ Story” celebrates 
the power embedded with the breath of 
oral traditions. To honor the month, the 
Division of Student Affairs hosted many 
events. Students were provided free cop-
ies of the Book of the Month: My Beloved 

World by Sonia Sotomayor, the first Latina 
Supreme Court Justice in U.S. history. 
Shades of Brown, a poetry reading ses-
sion featuring Chingona Fire poet Angela 
Aguirre, was hosted on Thursday, Septem-
ber 28. The month of festivities concluded 
with a celebration event on Wednesday, 
October 4, featuring spoken word by 
producer/director Claudia Duran, keynote 
speeches by College of Science and Health 
Dean Dr. Hector Balcazar and School of 
Nursing Dean Margaret Avila, cultural per-
formance by Danza Azteca Xochipilli and 
lunch by Byran’s Catering. 

National Hispanic 
Heritage Month
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The Fall 2017 Mighty Lion Enrichment Series 
launched its first workshop on Thursday, 
September 14. Conducted by our Mighty 
Lion Masters of Public Health class of 2016 
alum, Sonya Jackson, the workshop topic 
focused on developing test-taking strate-
gies. Ms. Jackson provided several tips for 
students by concentrating on the VARK 
Learning Styles: kinesthetic, visual, auditory, 
reading and writing. Joshua Shulman, CDU 
Emerging Technology Librarian, conducted 
the Introduction to APA writing workshop 

on Wednesday, September 27. Mr. Shulman 
equipped students with the basic citation 
and format style of American Psychological 
Association (APA) papers. Lastly, UCLA Career 
Counselor Erin Haywood conducted a Job 
Search 101 workshop on Thursday, Septem-
ber 28. Ms. Haywood’s presentation focused 
on various elements such as the purpose of 
the interview, what employers are seeking 
and after the interview. Student feedback was 
overwhelmingly positive. Be sure join us for 
the next session!

Mighty Lion 
Enrichment Series 
The Mighty Lion Enrichment Series provides student centered workshops 
focused on academic and professional development conducted by experts in 
the field.

In the words of Sonia Sotomayor, 
the first Latina Supreme Court Jus-
tice in the United States, “Until we 
get equality in education, we won’t 
have an equal society”. Through 
our continued celebration of 
diversity and passion for equality, 
we highlight our National Hispanic 
Heritage Month events!

This semester has been filled with 
robust programming. As always, 
it is my hope that this newsletter 
reflects the dynamic student com-
munity we share here at CDU. 

In this newsletter, we would like 
to draw special attention to the 
Charles R. Drew University Student 
Government Cabinet Induction, 
Mighty Lion Enrichment series and 
the Freshman Mixer event. 

Be sure to check your student 
email accounts regularly for updat-
ed information  on various events 
and student support services which 
our department provides. 

If you have celebrations to share, 
please submit selections to the 
Office of Student Affairs. Mighty 
Lions, I invite you to explore the 
pages of our newsletter and stay 
engaged!

Enjoy!
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New CDUSG Cabinet Induction 
University Provost and CDUSG Advi-
sor Dr. Steve Michael inducted the 
2017-2018 Charles R. Drew University 
Student Government cabinet Thursday, 
October 5, 2017. Each executive mem-
ber took an oath to faithfully execute 
the duties of their position in office with 
excellence. This is the second year in 
the university’s history of having one 
unified student government. Both the 
University President Dr. David Carlisle, 
and Dean of Student Affairs Dr. Jinny 
Oh, were in attendance to acknowledge 
this auspicious occasion.   

Student Affairs 
Updates

with Dr. Jinny Oh



Freshman 
Mixer
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Eager new students filled the Cobb 
boardroom for the Freshman Mixer on 
Monday, September 18, 2017. Students 
from various programs attended the 
event as they engaged in meaningful 
conversation with their peers. Universi-
ty president Dr. David Carlisle provided 
words of wisdom to encourage the 
students as they embark on their edu-
cational journey. Students from various 
programs, including the Radiological 
Technology program and Biomedical 
Sciences program were in attendance. 
The Division of Student Affairs plans 
to have more mixer events in order to 
build and develop a stronger student 
life experience. 

Join the 
Experience!



Provost 
with Dr. Steven Michael
Corner
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Biomedical
Sciences Mixer

The College of Science and Health, Bachelors of Science in Biomedical Sciences 
program hosted a mixer event on Thursday, October 5, 2017. Students received a 
CDU T-shirts, enjoyed lunch and engaged in meaningful conversation. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SCHOOL 
OF NURSING!

About a year ago, the Entry Level Master¹s 
degree in Nursing (ELM) was put under 
Warning Status because of non-compliance 
with the California Board of Registered 
Nursing¹s requirement for 75% first time 
pass rate.  Several years prior to the Warning 
Status, the program¹s first time pass rates 
had plummeted below the required pass 
rate.  The Warning Status triggered several 
responses, which include CDU Board of Trust-
ees¹ directive to fix the problem, President 
Carlisle instruction to the Provost to turn it 
around, Provost¹s intervention plan, hiring 
of Dr. Avila as interim Dean and Dr. Ume as 
the Associate Dean, admission and curricular 
changes. 

We are exceedingly excited to announce to 
the community that at the October 4th, 2017 
meeting of the Educational and Licens-
ing Committee of the California Board of 
Registered Nursing, the ELM Program report 
was presented to the Committee and after 
reviewing the extraordinary turn around and 
performance of the program, the Committee 
voted unanimously (with applause) to lift the 
Warning Status.  We have been told several 
times that ours is one of the fastest turn 
around and every member of the University 
community should be proud of this remark-
able accomplishment.

Bravo to all our nursing students, faculty, 
staff, and community.

Go Lions!

Steve



Traditionally, the white coat ceremony is seen as a rite of passage in a student’s journey as a health care professional. CDU Mervyn 
M. Dymally School of Nursing celebrated its Fall 2017 ELM White Coat Ceremony on Monday, September 25, 2017 in the Keck Au-
ditorium. Approximately, over 20 students participated in the tradition. The highlight of the event was the recitation of the nursing 
pledge led by Professor Jhocson as it solidified the CDU mission and values hoped to be reflected as students and future health 
care professionals. The event concluded with a delicious reception in the School of Nursing building.

Telephone contact: 323.563.3343

E-mail contact: studentaffairs@cdrewu.edu

Editors: Jinny Oh and Dakota McMahand

Let’s keep in touch!     www.cdrewu.edu/students

Division of Student Affairs

Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science

SON White Coat Ceremony

Friday Noon Lecture Series
The College of Medicine Continuing Medical Education (CME) program at CDU 
is nationally accredited with commendation by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME). There current accreditation term runs 
through November 2019. The College of Medicine (COM), Dean’s Office and the 
CME Advisory Committee are committed to expanding CME offerings with new 
programs developed by our clinical and research faculty, through collaboration 
with the Martin Luther King Jr. Outpatient Center (MLK-OPC) and other com-
munity partners. Please contact Ms. Tamika Morris at 323-563-9349 regarding 
program information and your suggestions for new CME programs.

Current CME Programs include:

The Friday Noon Lecture Series: The series is intended for faculty, students, 
and staff in all of our university programs. The purpose is to give an update 
on medicine, science, policy, and health care issues related to our mission, 
health equity, and care for underserved populations. Thanks to CME Office and 
Health Science Library collaboration   you may find the Friday Series program 
presentations on the CME Library information Guide page: http://cdrewu.
libguides.com/c.php?g=62898&p=4649372.


